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28 May 1956
MEMORAMDUM FOR 3 Project Direetor
THROUGH $ Deputy Preject Direotor
SUBJECT t Procedures toc be Followed in the Event of an

flroraft loss over Hostile Territory

1. Pursuent to your memorandum of 9 April 1986, the procedures
outlined in the attachment hersio have been discussed with KACA and
Headquarters, USAF, While mineor amendmenis have baen made as a result
of these dlscussions and recent negotiations with I tbe
attached paper remains substantively the same as the draft copy fore
warded to you cn 27 April and subsequently incorporated in ihe Cover
Annex of the Operations Order.

2. Both USAF and NACA PIO contacts concur in the procsdures
&8 they now stand., However, since it is recommended that the pro=
posed releases to be made after hostile press redic or diplemstic reaction
be issusd by the Depariment of State, the attached document should be
coordinated as soon as possible with State Department public relations
contacta,

3. With your approvsl of the proposed procedures and releases,
the undersigned will undertake to get State Department concurrence
through whatever chmls ¥you recemmend,
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25 Msy 1956

Pro%g o8 _to be Followed in the Lvent of an Alrcraft Loss
Over Host erritory

I. Actldn = Prier to Bvidence of Hostils Rowtien

A. Immediate notification of Hesdquarters by the I Commander
through both Agepcy and USAF channels, In turn, Froject Headquarters will

25X1A

notify State mant and NMACA contacts and, along with USAF Headgquarters,
arrange for final review and agrearwnt on action items indicated under 11,
below. 25X1A

Be Overflight operations will cease immedistely. However, I
will continue to operate as normal with all flighte assigned cowver
data-gathering missions, 25X1A

C. Normal USAF press release prepared by I Commander {and
coordinated with Gensral Wilson, 3rd Air Force and/or Gensral Tunner,
CINCUSAFE, as appropriste), will be issued indicating that a Uw?
aireraft is overdue and presumed lost, adding that the last reported
position of the aircraft was - - (see below and paragraph II.E(1). 28X1A
The release will go on to indicate that Alr Rescue Service has insti-
tuted & sesrch for the awireraft, The anncunced area of the search will
depend upoen the kmown or estingted point of compromise

The ralesse should be timed to asccord with normal USAF practice
(no more than a few hours after a known or assumed loss). Should press
queries immediately follew the initial “presumed losti" press releame
25X1A - but precede svidence of hostile reaction, s press release based on the
unclassified cover story will be issued by the I Commarder (through
3rd Air Tores or USAFE as sppropriate) descridbing the alleged mission of
the aircraft and sponsership of ths program.

o _

II. Action - After Hostile Press and/or Rsdio Reaction

A. Uensral PIO Policy: All releases in response tc hostile remction
will originate and emanate from Headquarters after full coordination has
been made, Releases decided upen will be communicated imnediately
(1) through USAF channsls to sppropriaste USAF elements in the field
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Addendun to 79 135867 d T, setifiel, ‘
?emmmmmvmtafmwmmsw\ ‘ﬁic?wﬁtory".eht«i
2 June 19563

Add the following to Part 1., Paragraph At
25X1A

wThe [ Comarderts notification to Headguarters should include
or be fellowed immediately by a repert of those details which leadguarters
will reguire ir preparing its relesss in response to hostils resctiong i.e.,
sotual loostion and eircusstances (e.ge, airoraft orash or forced larding,
cendition of the pilet, weather conditlons, ste.) ef the loss if knowm,
text of I "prosuned loat” relesne (Peragreph C, balow), ard cover
flizht plan outlining the track alleged to hiws beern followed by the alroraft.n”
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